Susan Lenox: Her Fall and Rise and Conquest (Theatre 80 Saint 
Marks, ticket no. 219279) 

Gothic space and Baroque space and theatrical space and outer 
space and cinematic space and this theatre would be wonder- 

ful for live theatre but it also works for films and on Febru- 
ary 9, 1972, I saw Thank Your Lucky Stars here and it was 
preceded by an Eddie Cantor movie. This is Garbo's seventeenth 
film and the only one she ever made with Clark Gable and during 
the credits "Full Moon and Empty Arms" is played and its snowing 
and a single horse-drawn carriage and two carriage lights and 
the snow is blowing to the left and the arriving man is a doctor 
and Garbo is born and in less than three minutes she is a grown 
woman and she likes novels like Emma did and like her mother did 
and the dreadful Ohlin will force Helge to marry Mondstrum. 
Clark Gable is a construction engineer and Rodney Spencer gives 
shelter to Helge and Helge is a white lily that has grown in 

a savage wilderness and has never been seen by man and she is 
innocent and wild and beautiful and she catches a fish and 
insists on holding it in her hands, Helge escapes from Jean 
Hersholt and Alan Hale by driving a coach and two to a train 
station and the name of the station is Lenoxville and it is a 
carnival train and John Miljan/Burlington becomes Garbo's new 
protector and one of the show-ladies decides that Helge's name 
is Susan Lenox and the un-domesticated lily is safe among the 
highly-domesticated thespians of Burlington's Shows. Madame 
Panoramia--"Pansy for short"--is covered with tattoos and on 

one leg is the Eiffel Tower and on the other is the Tower of 
Pisa and Burlington and Spencer and Susan Lenox come together 
and the triangle collapses and Garbo is rescued by the wealthy 
politician Mike Kelly (Hale Hamilton) and Susan Lenox is now 
part of a highly-domesticated penthouse circuit in New York and 
Kelly and Spencer and Susan Lenox come together and the triangle 
collapses and Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 6 is now playing and 
Garbo points out that ". . . people usually run into each other 


again." And Susan Lenox is now in a milieu that is highly- 


domesticated and highly-uncivilized and it is a South American 





